SGOT, SGPT, aldolasenormal. No antinuclear factor, mitochondrial or smooth muscle antibodies.
In February 1972, because of previous steroid problems, azathioprine 150 mg daily was begun. In September 1972 she reported three months' dyspareunia (after 13.65 g azathioprine), and was found to have an infiltrated vulval ulcer with vaginal discharge; biopsy showed a malignant lymphoma of the reticulum cell sarcoma type; culture of discharge grew trichomonas. Treatment was by deep X-ray and metronidazole. Azathioprine dose is being reduced.
Comment
Dermatomyositis is known to be associated with epithelial and reticuloendothelial malignancy, but an interval of eight years between onset of dermatomyositis and final evidence of malignancy is beyond the normal range. Associated malignancy is also very uncommon in patients aged under 40.
Only 4 cases of primary vulvar reticulum cell sarcoma have previously been described (Lathrop 1967 , Schiller & Madge 1970 .
It is now known that in transplant patients treated with azathioprine there is at least a hundredfold increased risk of developing reticulum cell sarcoma, especially in unusual sites such as the brain (British Medical Journal 1972) . There also seems to be an increased occurrence of squamous cell carcinoma and keratoacanthoma of the skin (Walder et al. 1971) .
Already there have been two reports of reticulum cell sarcoma in patients receiving azathioprine for autoimmune disorders. One had chronic cold heemagglutinin disease (Worlledge et al. 1968 ) and the other uncontrolled hmmolytic anemia in systemic lupus erythematosus (Lipsmeyer 1972).
Thus it seems likely that the occurrence of the tumour in our patient was the result of a treatment which is being used increasingly in nonfatal conditions, and it represents an important lifethreatening complication.
